ORLEANS
good cities which you have taken and violated in
France. She has come by God's order to restore the
royal blood. She is ready to make peace, if you will
submit, provided that you quit France and pay for
what you have taken. And you, archers, gentlemen,
soldiers of whatever rank before Orleans, depart in
God's name into your own country; and if you will
not, expect soon to see the Maid, who will inflict great
damage upon you.
"King of England, if you fail to do as I ask, I am
a military chieftain and, in whatever place in France
I come upon your men, I shall cause them to depart,
whether by their will or no; and if they refuse to obey
I shall have them killed. I am sent here by God the
King of Heaven to meet them body to body and drive
them out of the realm of France. But if they will
yield I will grant them mercy. And doubt it not,
for you shall not have the realm of France from God,
the King of Heaven, son of Saint Mary, but it will be
held by Charles, the true heir, for God wishes it and
has so revealed to him by the Maid, and he will enter
Paris with a noble company.
"If you will not believe the tidings sent you from
God and the Maid, we shall strike you down in what-
ever place we find you, and make you such a great
'hahay' x as has not been seen in France for a thousand
years unless you submit to us. And know'well that God
will lend such strength to the Maid that you will be
unable to withstand her and her good soldiers.
"You, Duke of Bedford, the Maid begs and requires
of you that you do not seek your own destruction. If
you consent you will be able to come in her company,
thence where the French will perform the noblest deed
1 A battle cry that carries Its own onomatopoeic implication.
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